North East Rottweiler Rescue & Referral

Home Visit Form 
Date of visit:
     
Applicant Info

        Name/s:      
        Address:      
       Phone No:      
Environment

             House      Condo       Apt  
     Trailer park
     Trailer on owned property

             City         Suburban 
     Rural

Is there a lot of vehicular traffic?      
Is there a lot of foot traffic?      
Neighborhood safe and well kept?      
Does the house look well kept from the outside?      
Interior of Home:

We need to verify that they own their home. To do this they can show you a copy of a tax bill, mortgage statement, or certificate of title:  What did you see and what was the date on it?      
Have they checked with their homeowner or renter’s insurance to make sure that they are covered for rottweiler or rottweiler mix ownership?      
Ask for a tour.  Look around the house and into all rooms including the bathroom, basement, den, etc.  

Is the home neat and clean? (We’re looking for comfortable, not compulsive)      
Is the home dog-proof?       
If not, what needs to be done to make it dog proof?      
Are there any household items that could be poisonous or harmful to a dog lying out within a dog's reach (electrical cords, household cleaners, onions, chocolates etc.)?      
Where does/will the dog be fed (kitchen, basement, crate)?      
Is there fresh water available?                  Clean bowls?      
What brand/formula do/will they feed?                  Why?      
Is there a crate in the home?      
Is it the right size and in good shape?      
Is it used for current dog?      
  If so, do they have another one for the new dog?       
Where will the new dog's crate be kept?      
**They MUST have a crate in their home before they pick up the new dog!  

Make sure they know this!!**

Where does/will the dog sleep?        

Where will the dog stay during day?      
Are there photos of dogs/pets visible?      
Home Yard

Is there a fence?      
  What type?      
 How tall?          
Are there gates?         If so, are they securely locked?      
Does the dog have access to shelter?      
Is the fence in good shape or in need of repair?      
If needs repair, what need to be done?       
 

Is there any evidence that the dog is tied out?  (I.e. bare spots, chain around tree or dog runner)      
How large is the yard?      
Is there a kennel in the yard?        

Is there a shelter in kennel?        
 
How may dogs share it?       
 
Is there water?       

How many hours a day do/will the dogs typically spend in a kennel area alone?      
Is there a pool in the yard?           

Is it fenced off so a dog could not get in?         

If not fenced, how do they prevent the dogs from getting into the pool?      
                         (Many dogs die each year from drowning in the family pool)
Is the yard well kept?      
Is there any junk, chemicals or broken glass lying out that could harm a dog?      
If so, is it out of the dogs reach?       
Family Info

Every one living in house hold MUST be there!

        Applicants:       
        Roommates (name, age):
     
        Children (names, ages):      
        Pets:      
Speak to family members, and note their comments and answers.
Why do you want a new dog?      
What do you like about Rottweilers?         Dislike?       

Who plays, walks, takes to the vet and trains the pets/dogs the most?      
Who clips the dog’s nails and how often?      
Who cleans the dog’s ears and how often?      
What is meant by dominance?       
Who is pack leader and holds the alpha position?        

Based on their answers above, do you feel they have a good grasp of these characteristics?       
Kids

How are children with their pets?         
With your dog?      
Have the children been raised with large dogs?       
Are children well-behaved overall (age appropriate)?      
Did parents supervise their children around the pets?     
With your dog?      
Do the children seem

Scared?     

Indifferent?     
Excited?      
     Respectful?       
What rules would applicant give them in regards to interactions with the new dog?     
Are the children often left alone with the dog?  (i.e. parents not in same room)      
When your children’s friends come over, are they allowed to interact with your pets?      
How would you react if the dog does not like all of your children's friends and/or is too playful for them?        
Adults

How do the applicants react to your dog?      
Do adults treat each other in respectful manner?      
Do both adults interact with pets and your dog in a comfortable manner (do they seem scared, indifferent, do they both seem to want the new dog)?         
Have applicants handle your dog.   Do they seem confident?           Afraid?          

Intolerant?          Other?      
How is the applicants dog? 

Healthy & at a good weight?      
Well-cared for (nails trimmed)?         

Well mannered and trained?     
Does he/she get along with your dog?      
Does he/she seem aggressive?         Fearful?          Submissive?      
                        Outgoing?       Well behaved?      
Have the applicant ask his own dog(s) to sit, down for him/her. 

Does dog listen?      
Does the dog know any tricks?           Will dog do them?      
How does applicant respond if the dog doesn't obey?      
Are the do(s) allowed on the furniture or beds?       Will they get off with no problems?       
If one of the dogs is on the furniture, ask applicant to have the dog get off.  What happens?       
Has any dog you've ever owned bitten anyone?      
Gotten in a dogfight?       
If so, what were the circumstances?        

How did you react?       

Have you ever had any problems with anyone in town over your pets?      
When you go on vacation what happens to your dog?       
When do you feel it is ok to allow your dog off leash?      
What would you do if someone were to harass your dog, either when you were out walking with the dog, or if the dog was in your yard?      
How will you handle it… (We are looking to see what types of corrections they would use in these circumstances, if any.)

If your new rescue originally got along with every one, but after being home a few days had a problem with a member of the family?       
If this dog got into a fight with your own dog?      
If the rescue dog started marking the house?      
If he/she eats your good shoes?      
If he/she kept getting in the garbage?     
If he/she were chasing your cats?     
Please explain to adopters that although our foster dogs may behave a certain way in the foster home, their behaviors may change once they get to their new home.  This will be due to the dog being a little stressed at the change in environment, and the dog pushing the new owner to see how much can be gotten away with.  Crates and obedience classes are a very important part of the dogs transition into their new home.

NERR dogs

Preferences for Rescue Dog

Is there a particular NERR&R dog that you are interested in?      
What age do you prefer?       
What sex dog do you prefer?      
Physical Characteristics:

Docked tail or long tail?     
Size      
Activity Level      
Pups need to have someone home so they can be taken out every 2 hours to go potty

For what reason would you deem it necessary to return a dog?      
Education Package (emailed to them as suggested reading)

Do they have any questions?      
Concerns?      
What information did they find useful?      
After adoption, NERR will conduct follow-ups on the dog to make sure that the transition is going smoothly.  These will take place at 2 weeks, 3 months, 6 months, and 1 year.
Overall
Would you approve them based on the home check?      
Do you feel they are a novice, average or very experienced Rottie home?     
Strengths?      
Weaknesses?      
Volunteer comments (Please provide as many DETAILS as possible… remember you’re the only one seeing them at home!!):       
Volunteer Info:

Name:
     
What dog went with you?       
Home check comfort zone 
     Learning
     comfortable
     Very comfortable

How long have you been a volunteer with us?        

Rate yourself  

Strict       Firm       Lenient       Tolerant      
Do you have Rotties yourself?        If not, what breed have you had?      
How long have you owned a dog?      
In what capacity (i.e. showing, pet, obed, etc.)?      
Send ALL Completed paperwork to: Christina Dupuis  onebigassdog7@myfairpoint.net 

Applications from: 

CT should also have paperwork cc’d to:  Fern Golensky  fgolensky@comcast.net
ME/MA should also have paperwork cc’d to:  Dawn Mulcahey  dawn101393@aol.com
NH/VT should also have paperwork cc’d to:  Kristen Hurley  kristen.hurley@yahoo.com


RI  should also have paperwork cc’d to:  Deb Tomaskovic  rottmom1@cox.net
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