North East Rottweiler Rescue & Referral

Initial Interview 

Applicants Names:       


Volunteer:      
Phone #:       
Date of Call:      
With whom did you speak?      
You can always encourage them, if they have 2 phones, to both be on (preferred).

Housing

Let them know many insurance companies will not insure you if you own a Rottweiler or will cancel your policy due to ownership.  NERR has a list of companies that cover Rottie ownership.

Renters or live with someone else:  have they spoken with their roommates & their landlord about adopting a Rottweiler and has the owner checked with their insurance to see if they will still be covered?      
Let them know will need to speak with the landlord (building owner) to verify that there are no insurance problems, and that they will allow a Rottweiler to be housed on the premises.

Homeowners Have they checked with their homeowners insurance company to see if they are insured to own a Rottweiler or Rottweiler mix?      
Condos Have they checked with their Condo Association or Board to see if pets are allowed or if there are any new breed or size stipulations on pets?      
Mobile homes/Trailer Do they own the land or rent (trailer park)?       
If they own the land treat like homeowner and see above.  

 Trailer park, what are the stipulations on pet’s size and breed?      
Have they checked with the park/land owner?     
Homeowners & Condos  Let them know that during the home visit we will need to verify that they own their home.  This can be done with copy of the tax bill or mortgage etc…     
Have you ever been convicted of animal neglect or abuse?      
Current Pets

What pets do you currently have in the home and how many?  (ie:  2 dogs, 3 cats, 2 ferrets, etc) 

     
Why a rottie?

What experiences have you had with the Rottweiler breed?      
Have you ever adopted an adult dog from a shelter or rescue before??      
What is it about Rottweilers that makes you want to own one?        

What would you do if a neighbor complained about, or was afraid of, your dog?       
Dog Knowledge 

How many dogs have you personally been responsible for as an adult?         

Your partner?      
	Name/Breed
	Sex
	S/N?

(yes/no)
	Activity Level
	Where is dog now?
	At what age?
	Whose dog?

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


Have you ever participated in any structured dog training classes?      
How many courses have you completed?      
With how many dogs?      
If no formal training

How did you learn how to train a dog?     
We require a formal obedience course with each adoption & proof of completion.  Will you be able to fulfill this part of the adoption contract?     
Do you have a place picked out to attend Obedience class yet?      
Have you ever housetrained a dog?        How?      
Are you willing to housetrain a rescue dog?       
(If no) Even dogs that are previously housetrained will have occasional accidents in a new home.  How will you deal with this?      
Have you ever used a crate?         How and when?       
Discussion Opportunity!  The positive aspects of crating your dog when you are not home!!!  

Let them know that all of our dogs are crate trained.  We highly recommend crates and actually require them for some dogs and all puppies.

What brand of Dog food do you (plan to) feed and why?      
Have you ever done any research on a dog’s nutritional needs?       
Discussion opportunity:  The differences in dog foods.  Better quality kibble = less waste in the yard to clean up, less chance of allergic reactions, dog getting better nutrition so less food needs to be fed on a daily basis, decreased chance of having an obese dog, healthier coat! 
What is dominance?      
Does your dog exhibit dominant behaviors?       

What are they?       
Who is the ”pack leader” and holds the “alpha position”?       
What body language does your dog use to tell you he/she is happy?         Unsure or scared?         Angry?       
Have you ever had a dog that did not want to give toys or treats back to you?       
If NO, How would you handle it if your new adopted dog wouldn't give toys or treats back to you?      
What does/did the dog do?       
How did/do you handle it?       
At the home
Our dogs are all screened for any temperament problems and live with a foster family before placement.  We work with basic obedience, housebreaking and crate training.  Despite this care, some dogs will need time, patience and continued training to bloom into the wonderful Rotties we know they can be.  How much time do you feel you are capable of giving to a new dog on a daily basis for training, brushing, socialization and exercise?      
What are your work hours?       
Your spouse/partner’s work hours?       
Where does your dog stay when you are not home?         (Inside? Loose or in crate? Outside in fenced yard or kennel?)

Fence?

Is the yard fenced in so a dog or small child could not get in or out?      
What type of fencing and how tall?      
Is the dog left out when you are not home?       
Kennel? 

Do you have an outdoor kennel?      
What size is it?      
No Fencing


How are dogs let out for potty, exercise and play time?       
(Look for red flags like “tied to porch/tree”, “on the runner”, “just let them out the back door” etc.)

Discussion opportunity!  Tie outs and cable runs are not acceptable.  Too many dog have hung themselves in less than 10 mins.  Dog can come into the yard and attack the dog and he has no place to go, except get tangled up…..   and are easy targets for dog napper’s!
Family

Do you have children?     
How old are they?     
Do you have a baby sitter, nanny or housekeeper who will be home with the dog/s when you are not home?      
Is anyone in your family allergic to animals?       
(If yes)  Is this being treated medically?       
Have you discussed adding a dog to the household with the doctor?       
Does he/she feel it will negatively impact the person’s allergies?        
Veterinarians & Care

Rottweilers are prone to HD (hip dysplasia) and other genetic disorders that may result in extensive vet care.  If something were to happen to your adopted dog, how would you handle it?      
Have you looked into Pet Insurance?      
How often do you see your veterinarian?      
Have you ever had an on-going health problem with any of your dogs?      
NERR dogs

Preferences for Rescue Dog

Is there a particular NERR&R dog that you are interested in?      
What age do you prefer?       
What sex dog do you prefer?      
Physical Characteristics:

Size      
Activity Level      
Pups need to have someone home so they can be taken out every 2 hours to go potty

Is there anything specific you would like to do with your new Rottie?  (i.e. tracking, search and rescue, therapy work, agility, AKC Obedience, fly ball etc.)       
What activities will you be doing with your dog on a regular basis? (Walks in the neighborhood, fetch in the back yard, hiking at the state park, nothing more than a couch potato, etc)       
For what reason would you deem it necessary to return the dog?      
After adoption, NERR will conduct follow-ups on the dog to make sure that the transition is going smoothly.  These will take place at 2 weeks, 3 months, 6 months, and 1 year.
********************************************************************

I would like to thank you for your time and for answering our questions.  This information will help us get to know you and your family, and also help you pick the perfect companion. 

********************************************************************

Volunteer opinion:

Pick the one you feel best describes the applicant.       
Novice - Never had a Rottweiler or has had one or two Rottweilers raised from puppies.
 

Average – Has had a male Rottweiler raised from a puppy or several Rottweiler bitches raised from puppies and attended classes with them.
 

Experienced - Has had three or more Rottweilers including males raised from puppies, has acquired an older Rottweiler male or several females, or has rescued or adopted Rottweilers with issues and has attended classes.
Volunteer comments/ Notes:      
Send ALL Completed paperwork to: Christina Dupuis onebigassdog7@verizon.net 
Applications from  

CT should also have paperwork cc’d to:  Fern Golensky  fgolensky@comcast.net 
ME/MA should also have paperwork cc’d to:  Dawn Mulcahey  dmulcahey@roadrunner.com 

NH/VT should also have paperwork cc’d to:  Kristen Hurley  kristen.hurley@yahoo.com


NJ/NY should also have paperwork cc’d to:  Marie DeRosa  ceenzee@optonline.net 
RI should also have paperwork cc’d to:   Deb Tomaskovic  rottmom1@cox.net
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