North East Rottweiler Rescue & Referral

Foster Interview - 1st Thing you do

Applicants' Names: 
     



Volunteer:      
Date of Call:      
With whom did you speak?      
You can always encourage them, if they have 2 phones, to both be on (preferred).

 CHECK INFO

Is there any missing information on the application?  This includes names, address, and phone #’s, email addys.  Make sure there are no typos.
Working Email Address:      
They must have all their refs *

* Vet - if they have had a pet in the past we need the name and phone #.  Vets cannot be a ref too unless they are a personal friend as well and visit the home socially.

*
Refs must be people who have been to their home and know how they do/would treat their pets.

Housing

Let them know many insurance companies will not insure you if you own a rottweiler or will cancel your policy due to ownership.  NERR has a list of companies that cover rottie ownership.

Renters or live with someone else: have they spoken with their roommates & to their landlord about fostering a rottweiler and has the owner checked with their insurance to see if they will still be covered?     
Let them know will need to speak with the landlord (building owner) to verify that there are no insurance problems, and that they will allow a rottweiler to be housed on the premises.

Homeowners Have they checked with their homeowners insurance company to see if they are insured to own and/or foster a rottweiler or rottweiler mix?       
Let them know that they are responsible for finding out if they are covered. NERR&R’s insurance does not substitute for an adequate home owners insurance policy!!

Condos Have they checked with their Condo Association or Board to see if pets are allowed or if there are any new breed or size stipulations on pets?       
Mobile homes/Trailer Do they own the land or rent (trailer park)?       
Own land treat like homeowner and see above.  

 Trailer park, what are the stipulations on pet’s size and breed?      
Have they checked with the park/land owner?     
Homeowners & Condos Let them know that during the home visit we will need to verify that they own their home.  This can be done with copy of the tax bill or mortgage etc…     
Local Ordinances  

Do you know if certain breeds are banned from ownership in your town?     
Is there a limit to the number of dogs you can own in your town?     
Personal dogs

How many and what type of dogs have you personally been responsible for as an adult?         

Your partner?      
Breed     sex      s/n      activity Level   Where is dog now?      

At what age   who’s dog


                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                    
Is there anything specific you do now or have ever done with your personal dogs?  (I.e. tracking, search and rescue, therapy work, agility, AKC Obedience, fly ball etc..)       
NERR dogs

Preferences for Foster Dog

Age:     
Sex preference:     
Size:     
Activity Level:     
How far are you willing to travel to NERR events with your foster?      
How long are you willing to keep your NERR foster?      
Why fostering?

Have you told your family, friends, & neighbors of your intention of fostering?      
What was their reaction?       
What would you do if someone complained about or was afraid of your foster?     
What experiences have you had with the rottweiler breed?      
Have you ever adopted an adult dog from a shelter or rescue before??      
Have you ever volunteered at a shelter or kennel before?      
Have you ever watched a friend or relative’s dog in your home?      

      Have you ever fostered a dog from a shelter or kennel before?      
What has led you to want to foster a rottweiler for rescue?      

If they have owned a rottie before, or know one, what traits did they like in that particular Rottweiler?      
What traits did they dislike?     
Have your current dog(s) been exposed to other dogs? In what situations?      
How do you plan to introduce your dog(s) to the new foster?      
What are you going to do if you have a dog fight? 

How do you know when it's a serious fight? 

How do you know if you intervene or let them work it out?      
Dog Knowledge & Experience 

Have you ever participated in any structured dog training classes?      
For how many classes?      
With how many dogs?      
If no formal training

How did you learn how to train a dog?     

What books have you read?       
Would you be willing to take your foster to dog classes?       
Have you ever housebroken a dog?        How?      
Are you willing to housebreak a foster dog?     
How long would you expect housebreaking to take?      
Have you ever used a crate?  How and when?     
Let them know all of our foster dogs must be crate trained.  We insist on crates for all foster dogs & puppies
What brand of Dog food do you (plan to) feed and why?      
Have you ever done any research on dog’s nutritional needs?       
We have info we can send them!

What are your pet taboos or no-no’s? (Examples like marking, shedding, excessive barking, begging, stealing from the counter, getting on the furniture, ETC…)     
What behaviors are you not willing to work on?     
What is dominance?       
Does your dog exhibit any dominant behaviors?       
What are they?       
What is meant by the terms “pack leadership” and “alpha position?”       
We have info we can send them!

What body language does your dog use to tell you he’s happy?      Unsure or scared?      

Angry?      
Read the below to applicant and have them pick one that best describes them.  Do you agree?      
     Novice - Never had a Rottweiler or has had one or two dogs raised from puppies. Never taken a dog to classes.
 

     Average – Has had a male Rottweiler raised from a puppy or several Rottweiler bitches raised from puppies (or similar working breed dogs) and attended classes with them.
 

     Experienced - Has had three or more Rottweilers including males raised from puppies, has acquired an older Rottweiler male or several females, or has rescued or adopted Rottweilers with issues and has attended classes.
At the home
All our dogs are screened for temperament problems in the shelter to the best of our ability. The dog’s time with the foster family is critical for further evaluation and rehabilitation of the dogs before placement.  Here we work with basic obedience, housebreaking, crate training, general house manners, and overall pack structure.  All of the fosters need time, patience and continued training to bloom into the wonderful rotties we know they can be.  How much time do you feel you are capable of giving to a foster dog on a daily basis for training, grooming, socialization and exercise?     
What are your work hours?     
What are your spouse/partner’s work hours?     
Where does the dog(s) stay when no one is home?      
If fenced

Is the yard fenced in so a dog or small child could not get in or out?      
What type of fencing and how tall?     
Is dog left out when you are not home?       
Are gates securely locked?       
Does dog have access to shelter?       

How many hours a day would they typically spend in the secured area alone?      
IF Kennel

What size is it?     
How many dogs share it?       
Can they dig out?       
Is there any shelter from sun or bad weather for dogs while out in the kennel?     

How many hours a day would they typically spend in a kennel area alone?      
No Fencing


How are dogs let out for potty, exercise and play time?       
We are looking for info on tie outs, leash walking, let out back door for “free time”

Tie outs and cable runs are not acceptable!  Too many dog have hung themselves in less than 10 mins.  Dog can come into the yard and attack the dog and he has no place to go, except get tangled up…..   and are easy targets for dog napper’s!
How many times a week does your dog go for an outing? (I.e. trips in car, outing to parks, swimming, and kids team practices?)      
Are your pets allowed on the furniture and beds?     
What do they do when you tell the to get off?       
Let them know we do not recommend allowing fosters on the furniture and beds.

What type of toys/treats do you allow you dog to have?      
Are there any toys or treats your dog does not like to give up once they have it?     
What does the dog do?     
How do you handle it?     
Family

Does your home have a lot of people coming and going?     
Do you have children?     
IF yes: Names and ages?     
Do you have any rules for the kids regarding their interaction with the dog(s)?     
hat are they?     
Do you have a baby sitter, nanny or housekeeper who will be home with the dog/s when you are not home?     
Is your neighborhood busy?     
Fast cars?     
People walking by?     
How would you handle someone who didn’t treat your dog with respect, and was continuously teasing and harassing the dog (especially children)?     
Veterinarians & Care

Rottweilers are prone to HD and other genetic disorders that may result in extensive vet care.  If something were to happen to your dog how would you handle it?     
How often do you see your veterinarian?     
Have you ever had an on going health problem with any of your dogs?     
Are your current pets S/N and up to date on vaccinations?     

Have you had a dog die from parvo in your home?  When?      
Do any of your pets have recurring health problems such as ear mites, mange, hot spots, ETC?      

Would you say your previous/current pets are/were overweight, under weight?      
If yes, was it a medical problem or too much food, not enough food ETC…?       
How often do you clip your dogs’ nails?      
Clean their ears?       
For what reason would you deem it necessary to return the dog?     
I would like to thank you for your time and for answering our questions.  This information will help us to get to know you and your family and to help us put the right foster in your home.     
Volunteer comments/ Notes:     
Send ALL Completed paperwork to: 

Tami Burns tamalam67@aol.com
AND

Michele Scarpa mescarpa@sbcglobal.net
Thanks for all the help finding qualified foster homes for our dogs!
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