North East Rottweiler Rescue & Referral

Foster Home Visit Form 
Date of visit:
     
Applicant Info

        Name/s:      
        Address:      
       Phone No:      
Environment

             House      Condo       Apt  
     Trailer park
     Trailer on owned property

             City         Suburban 
     Rural

 Busy street?      
 Neighborhood safe and well kept?      
 Does the house look well kept from the outside?      
Interior of Home:

We need to verify that they “Do own” their home. To do this they can show you a copy of a tax bill, mortgage statement:  What did you see and what was the date on it?      
Ask for a tour.  Look around the house and into all rooms including the bathroom, basement, den, etc.  

Neat? Clean? (We’re looking for comfortable not compulsive)      
Dog-proofed, or are there many valuable items lying out?      
Are there any household items that could be poisonous or harmful to a dog lying out within a dog's reach (cleaners, onions, chocolates etc.)?      
Where are/will dog be fed (kitchen, basement, crate)?      
Fresh water available?                       Clean bowls?      
What brand/formula do/will they feed if no donations are available?                     Why?      
Would they like more info about dog nutritional needs we have a great article!

Is there a crate in the home?      
Is it the right size and in good shape?      
Is it used for current dog?     
  If so do they have another one for the foster dog?      
Where will the foster dog's crate be kept?     
**They MUST have a crate in their home before they pick up the foster dog!  Make sure they know this!!**

Would they like some more info on crate training?     
Where does/will the dog sleep?        

Where will the dog stay during day?      
Are there photos of dogs/pets visible?      
Home Yard

Is there a fence?      
Is the fence in good shape or in need of repair?      
  What type?      
 How tall?           

 Any evidence that the dog is tied out?  (I.e. bare spots, chain around tree or dog runner)      
 How large is the yard?      
 Is there a kennel in the yard?        

Is there a shelter in kennel?        

 
How may dogs share it?       
 
Is there water?       
  Is there a pool in the yard?           Is it fenced off so a dog could not get in (Many dogs die each year from drowning in the family pool)?     
 Is the yard well kept?      
 Is there any junk, chemicals or broken glass lying out that could harm a dog?      
 If so, how would they keep it out of the dogs reach.      
Family Info

Every one living in house hold MUST be there!

        Applicants

        Roommates (name, age):
     
        Children (names, ages):      
        Pets:     
Speak to family members, and note their comments and answers.
Why do you want to foster rottweilers?      
What is meant by dominance?      
Alpha?      
Pack leadership?      

Based on their answers do you feel they have a good understanding of these issues?      
What traits does a rottweiler have that make you want to own and/or foster one?      
Who plays, walks, takes to the vet and trains the pets/dogs the most?      
How long are you willing to keep your foster dog?      
How far are you willing to travel (to NERR events) with your foster?      
As a family how would they rate themselves?

     Novice... Never had a Rottweiler or have had one or two Rottweilers raised from puppies.
 

     Average...  Had a male Rottweiler who was raised from a puppy and/or several Rottweiler bitches raised from puppies and attended classes with them.
 

     Experienced.. (Must meet one of the following):

- Having had three or more Rottweilers including males raised from puppies

- Have rescued or adopted an older Rottweiler male or several females 

- Have rescued or adopted Rottweilers with issues and have attended classes.
Kids

How are children with their pets?         
With your dog?      
Have the children been raised with large dogs?       
Are children well behaved overall (age appropriate)?      
Did parents supervise their children around the pets?     
With Your dog?      
Do the children seem

Scared?     

Indifferent?     
Excited?      
     Respectful?       
What rules would applicant give them in regards to interactions with the foster dog?     
Do they think it is acceptable to leave the dog alone with the child?       
How would you react if dog does not like all of your children's friends and/or is too playful for them?        
Adults

How do the applicants react to your dog?      
Do adults treat each other in respectful manner?      
Do both adults interact with pets and your dog in a respectful and comfortable manner (do they seem scared, indifferent, do they both seem to want to become a foster home)?         
Have applicants handle your dog.   Do they seem confident?      
Afraid?          Intolerant?          Other?      
How is the applicant's dog? 

Healthy & at a good weight?      
Well-cared for (nails trimmed)?         

Well mannered and trained?     
Does he/she get along with your dog?      
Does he/she seem aggressive?         Fearful?          Submissive?      
                        Outgoing?       Well behaved?      
Have the applicant ask his own dog(s) to sit, down for him/her.      
Does dog listen?      
Does the dog know any tricks? Will dog do them?      
How does applicant respond if dog doesn't obey?      
Are dogs allowed on furniture or beds?       Will they get off with no problems?       
(If one of the dogs is on the furniture ask applicant to have the dog get off, what happens?)

Are you willing to keep the foster dogs off the furniture and beds?     
Has any dog you've ever owned bitten anyone?      
Gotten in a dogfight?       
If so, what were the circumstances?        And how did you react?       

Have you ever had any problems with anyone in town over your pets?      
When you go on vacation what happens to your dog?       
When do you feel it is ok to allow your dog off leash?      
Do you pick up after your dog on walks (pooper scoop)?       
How will you deal with the” what ifs”?

If your new foster originally got along with every one and after being home few days had a problem with one of the family?       
If this dog got into a fight with your own dog?      
If the rescue dog started marking the house?      
If he eats your good shoes?      
If he kept getting in the garbage?     
If he were chasing your cats?     
If he were counter surfing?       
(What type corrections are/would they use and would they be the right ones??)       
Education Package Review

Review NERR's Education Package with adoptors

Do they have any questions?     
Concerns?     
What did they learn from it?     
Did they sign and return the acknowledgement page?       
Overall
Would you approve them based on the home check?     
Do you feel they are a novice, average or very experienced rottie home?     
Strengths?      
Weaknesses?      
Volunteer comments (DETAILS… remember you’re the only one seeing them at home!!):     
Volunteer Info:

Name:
     
What dog went with you?       
Home check comfort zone 
     Learning
     comfortable
     Very comfortable

How long have you been a volunteer with us?        

Rate yourself  

Strict       Firm       Lenient       Tolerant      
Do you have rotties yourself?        If not, what breed have you had?      
How long have you owned a dog?      
In what capacity (i.e. showing, pet, obed, etc.)?      
Send ALL Completed paperwork to: 

Tami Burns tamalam67@aol.com
AND

Michele Scarpa mescarpa@sbcglobal.net
Thanks for all the help finding GOOD foster homes!






1
1
Updated 7/09/03


