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Meet Katie. This very pretty girl is well-built at a trim 72 lbs., and appears younger 

than her 7 years. Katie was diagnosed with 
cataracts by her previous vet, but this does not 
seem to affect her ability to navigate her way 
around her environment.  
 
Although Katie's physical health is very good, 
she does come with some emotional issues that 
need to be addressed. We don't know the 
details, but Katie first came to NERR&R at 2 
years old with a companion dog as the result of 
a cruelty case. Both were later adopted, yet 
Katie was returned several months ago when 
her owner relocated. It is a very confusing time 

for Katie now as we try to help her understand that she can feel safe in new places 
with new people and dogs.  
 
While in foster care, we are working with Katie on her fear of people and her anxiety 
when left alone. When introduced to new people, Katie is extremely cautious. She 
will walk up for a sniff and often will lick a hand but shies away from being touched. 
She takes to some more quickly than others, but needs to be given the opportunity to 
meet people on her terms. She did very well during a large family gathering, including 
children, who allowed her to interact on a level that was comfortable for her. Katie 
does not like to be alone. She is a bit better about crating when other dogs are 
around, but becomes very agitated when crated without other dogs in the house. 
Katie would do well with an easygoing companion dog to keep her company when her 
family is not home. At present we are looking at natural methods for alleviating her 
anxiety. She has also begun obedience class; we’re concentrating on building her 
confidence. Katie is very sensitive to voice correction and fast movement.  
 
Once she learns to trust, she is a very loving dog who wants nothing more than to be 
with you (and food… but that's another story). Her exercise needs are easily met with 
a nice walk. Her favorite thing to do is to lie at your feet sleeping. She does let loose 
on occasion and will race around with a 
toy or with her human companion. She 
is very vocal when she plays. Older 
children would be best for Katie; little 
ones move too quickly. Katie now lives 
with three dogs and, after some 
adjustment, gets along quite well with 
all. No cats for Katie, as she has not 
been tested with them.  
 
Katie needs time to adjust to another 
change in her life while continuing to 
build her confidence and trust in 
people. Once she bonds, Katie is a 
wonderful companion, and deserves a 
family who will provide a permanent 
loving and safe home. Please check 
back for updates on Katie's progress while she is being fostered in Connecticut.  
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This is Taz, who first came to NERR&R in July 2000 as a four-day-old orphaned puppy. He was bottled raised with two 
siblings under the care of a nurturing volunteer and a maternal bitch. Taz lived with his adoptive family since he was 
eight weeks old. He was well-treated, well-trained and well-socialized. Everything went right for Taz and life was very 
good. That is, until he ruptured his ACL and his owner fell gravely ill around the same time.  
 
Taz needed knee surgery and his Mom wasn't strong enough to take 
care of a well dog, never mind a dog recovering from serious 
orthopedic surgery. She made one heartbreaking phone call and 
returned Taz to NERR&R. He was quite depressed for the first week 
or so, as he had never been away from home. It was a difficult 
adjustment on top of his ACL surgery but he is now happy, thriving 
and healing very quickly.  
 
Taz has made himself comfortable in his foster home; he is 
respectful of the caged bunny, curious but mindful of the cats, and 
positively turns himself inside out for children. Taz is crate-trained, 
rides well in the car and walks politely on lead. He would make a 
wonderful addition to any family. Taz does have some minor medical 
issues that will require daily supplements, moderate exercise and a 
strict diet for the rest of his life. He has had both ACLs replaced and 
has mild arthritis in his lower back. He will need to be kept on the 
thin side to prevent further damage to his joints, and he should take 
a glucosamine supplement and an occasional NSAID on days that he 
over-does it. Taz will never be anyone's jogging partner but he loves 
to hike at a slow pace and he'll walk wherever you want to go. You 
just won't find a nicer pet than him. You can meet the smiling Taz in his central Maine foster home. 
 
 

Big, cuddly and lovable...that’s Dewie, a 5-year-old female who came to NERR&R after her second owner surrendered her 
to an animal shelter in New Hampshire. Her first years were spent 
outside as a backyard breeder's cash source. Needless to say, Dewie is 
very happy to be free from that and on to bigger and better things.  
 
Once in her foster home, Dewie found her "safe" place and showed that 
she could be social. Dewie lives with a female and a male Rottie and 3 
male cats. Having lived her first 5 years 100% outside, she was never 
housetrained, but who says you can't teach an old dog new tricks? 
Dewie has learned the new routine for when and where to do her 
business. Her foster siblings have shown her how to get attention at the 
front door to be let out. Dewie is such a "cling-on" dog that if she leaves 
the area where her people are, that is her signal that she needs to go 
out. 
 
Dewie also has learned a new favorite thing to do....go for a walk! She 
loves her walk each morning and gets very excited whenever she hears 

the jingle of her lead. Just grab the lead and her wiggle butt goes into action.  
 
Crating is easy with Dewie. She enters her crate on her own and lays down...no problem!  Sometimes the crate door is 
opened and she will still stay in until she is ready to come out.  
 
Dewie will play with the other dogs, but she does prefer to play with people. She is not very rough but will jump and 
nudge if she thinks you want to play. We are working on what play is appropriate with humans. Dewie has done well being 
socialized with other dogs and crowds of people, although she is scared of rapid movements and loud people.  
 
One unique Rottie trait that Dewie is trying to perfect is the Rottie lean. Dewie did not practice her lean as a young girl so 
her technique is to lean into you, look up with her big eyes, flop to the floor with a thud, then roll over on her back. It is 
the silliest thing!  
 
Dewie would love a home where she will be welcome to warm everyone's feet as well as their hearts. Daily walks and 
constant attention will help her make up for all the lost love from her previous life.  She is being fostered in New 
Hampshire. 
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Shining Stars at NERR&R  

November 
 
The unsung heroes of NERR&R never 
demand acknowledgment, unless of course 
you are holding a cookie. :) They submit and 
do what you tell them (most of the time), 
look cute and cuddly on command, offer 
their bellies at will and provide tons of kisses.  
 
Yes, I am talking about the ambassadors or 
"ambass-a-dogs" of NERR&R. Always willing 
to accept a pat on the head, these dogs are 
the face of NERR&R. The foster and adopted 
dogs who have found their fur-ever homes 
attend the RDs (Rottie Days) and other 
events, and are an example to all. They 
continue to dispel the bad reputation often 

associated with Rottweilers and charm 
even the most skeptical of people. 
They sit quietly while other dogs 

pass by in the local pet supply shop 
and amaze everyone with their calm 
demeanor. Their willingness to lean on you 
or sit on your foot always brings a smile.  
 
These NERR&R ambass-a-dogs have worn 
costumes, walked in parades, appeared in 
videotaped shows, attended daylong events 
(two days in a row) and have always made 
us proud as they strut their stuff.  

 
4 paws up for the NERR&R  

ambass-a-dogs, past and present!!!  

December 
  
Cortney Rice resides in New York with her Rottie 
girl, Kalle. She joined NERR&R in May 2004 and New 
Jersey especially is thankful that this NY volunteer is 
a “border jumper” and attends NJ events.  
 
Cortney makes every RD fun, and you can count on 
her to do whatever needs to be done! For South's 
December Photos with Santa, Cortney made dog 
cookies in holiday and bone shapes with NERR&R in 
red or green icing, stored in cookie bags with lovely 
handmade labels advertising NERR&R. She also 
made the BEST photo envelopes for our customers. 
She came up with a fabulous background for the 
photos, brought sleds on which to pose the 
smaller dogs, huge ornaments, a fake tree, 
poinsettia and ribbon, AND brought her 
own printer and digital camera to use, and 
more. She spares no details-- that is Cortney!  
 
Besides her flair for detail at RDs, Cortney single-
handedly took on the daunting task of updating the 
referral page. In a day’s time, she contacted every 
shelter/rescue dog listing by e-mail or phone, and 
completely updated the page. She now maintains 
the page weekly and it has never looked better.  
 
She also processes adoption applications and helps 
out with a wide array of tasks—phone calls, mailings, 
suggestions—we can always count on Cortney to 
lend a hand.  

 
Congratulations, Cortney!  You work hard for the 

Rotties and deserve this honor!!!!  
 
 

You too can be a NERR&R Shining Star!  Learn 
more about volunteering from our website.   
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February 
  
Toby Morse joined NERR&R shortly after 
attending RottStock with her handsome 
Rottie boy, Cassanova, in August 2004. 
 
She is an outstanding volunteer and has 
helped improve the NY area.  Of course, 
while expressing our thanks, we must 
include her super dog, Cass, for happily 
attending each event and being one of the 
best breed representatives around.   
 
Toby found two great spots to hold RDs, and 
she always helps staff the table. Additionally, 
she keeps the adoption book current at the 
Poughkeepsie NY Petco.  
 
She handcrafted extremely attractive signs to 
put outside stores each time we hold an RD. 
Many people said they were drawn 
inside to NERR&R’s table, thanks to 
those signs.  
 
Besides setting up and attending monthly 
events in NY, Toby is also a valued adoption 
application processor.  Lucky for us, she is 
able to  bring her dog Cassanova on home 
checks, which is always a huge help.   
 

A HUGE thank you to Toby  
for your help in keeping NY going  

and always thinking up new ideas. Your 
positive motivation is contagious  

to all who meet you!  
  
 

 

Shining Stars at NERR&R  

January 
 
At NERR&R’s most northeastern tip is a group 
of dedicated, energetic volunteers. NERR 
North consists of about 20 hardworking, 
enthusiastic, creative folks with a ‘can-do’ 
attitude when faced with a challenge.  
 
In early 2005, NERR North set a fund-raising 
goal of $5,000 for the year. They held RDs, 
CGC testing events, photo days, staffed 
tables at craft fairs, brainstormed 
other creative fund-raising ideas, 
and even taped a TV show.  
 
By early December 2005, the $5,000 goal 
was reached, then surpassed with two 
incredible Santa photo days. On December 
18th, they realized that a more astounding 
goal might be within reach.  Could they 
possibly raise $10,000 for the year? They 
were only $430 away, but had no major 
events planned for the rest of the year. In an 
amazing display of teamwork, they wrapped 
gifts, sold NERR&R calendars to individuals 
and through stores, collected change from 
their coworkers, and members themselves 
sent in donations. When the curtain closed 
on 2005, NERR North had raised over 
$10,300!  
 

The NERR North crew offers a wide  
variety of talents and skills, contributing  

to NERR&R’s success in a multitude of ways.  
Bravo, NERR North!!  

 

You too can be a NERR&R Shining Star!  Learn 
more about volunteering on our website.   
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North East Rottweiler Rescue & Referral, Inc. is seeking volunteers.  Can you spare two hours a 
day? A week?  What about several hours a month?  There is no specific amount of time required for 
volunteering.  NERR&R volunteers are set up on yahoo groups, jobs are posted, and you decide 
when, where and how you would like to help out.  Of course, the more you can help the dogs, the 
better for the Rotties – when you see the twinkle in their eyes or hear a happy woof, you know you 
have done a great job! 
 
My name is Nina Harvey. I am the Volunteer Coordinator.  Let me tell you about volunteering for 
NERR&R. Each state has a Regional Volunteer Coordinator (larger states have several) who wel-
comes you to the group, making you feel as if you have known everyone for years; these groups are 
friendly! Once you join a group, you see posts asking for help. You take on as little or as much as you 
want. 
 
From the moment I hit the send button on my own volunteer application, I thought, “What am I get-
ting myself into??” Now four years later, not only am I still a dedicated NERR&R volunteer, but I also 
wear many hats—which I am MOST happy to do—including my favorite hat as Volunteer Coordina-
tor.  I speak from my heart when I say that volunteering has changed my life; it has blessed me with 
helping many dogs get adopted, educating the public about Rottweilers, and making close friendships 
with many volunteers who love the breed as I do. 
 
Please join me in the joys of volunteering. I’ve listed a few of the jobs available to give you an idea of 
what you can do as a volunteer. I hope to meet you soon!  
 
Adoptions Applications 

Interviewing 
Do you like to talk to people? Are you a good judge of character? Can you read between the lines? Do you 
take pride in educating people? A VERY IMPORTANT job that can be done from your home is using your 
skills as an interviewer. Every time a dog gets adopted, it opens up a foster home for another dog to come into 
our program.  
Homechecks 
Do you like to visit people? Are you a good judge of character? Can you read between the lines? Do you take 
pride in educating people? Do you know good dog sense when you see it? NERR&R needs your skills as a 
homechecker.  
Veterinary References 
Are you articulate? Do you have a professional telephone voice? Are you able to make phone calls during busi-
ness hours? Please join our applications team.  
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Fund-raising 
Are you creative? Would you like to find new and exciting ways for NERR&R to raise funds to help Rotties?  There 
are so many ways to raise money – we need people to help us find fund-raisers and lead the way in starting them up!   
Help NERR&R come up with new fund-raising ideas!.  
 
Transportation 
Do you have some time on your hands? Do you have a reliable vehicle? Do you like to see the countryside? Do you 
want a "hands-on" Rottweiler experience? Transporting is the job for you!  
 
Fostering 
Have you thought about being a foster mom or dad?  We’d love to have you join NERR&R’s foster team! 
 
Education  
Do you like to talk to people? Would you like to teach people more about being a responsible Rottweiler person? Join 
our education team in counseling potential adopters and the general public regarding responsible breeding, training 
and husbandry practices.  

Materials and Public Programs 
Would you like to help NERR&R develop educational materials for publication on our website? An ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure. NERR&R needs your help in developing educational programs to take to 
schools or hold as seminars for the public.  
Merchandising 
Help NERR&R develop an appealing online catalog or investigate ideas for new merchandise.  
Expansion and Recruiting 
Help NERR&R recruit new volunteers and spread the word that Rottweiler rescue WORKS!  

 
Grant Writing 
Do you know how to find and 
acquire grants? Join our grant 
writing team!  
 
Advertising 
Want to help raise awareness? 
NERR&R needs you!  
 
Other 
NERR&R can't think of every-
thing. If you have other ideas, e-
mail us (nerescue@rottrescue.org). 
We never turn down good ideas or 
good help! 
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 Now that the nice weather is here and your dog gets to spend time outdoors, has he decided to excavate your 
back yard?  If you haven’t asked him for help in the garden or to get the yard ready for that pool you want, you’re 
probably at least a little annoyed. 
 
 Dogs dig for different reasons.  If you want to put an end to it, the first thing you should do is determine the rea-
son your dog is digging. 
 

Some dig because they are hot and it is instinctive to dig down to the cooler damp dirt. 
Some dig because they are hunting moles or grubs. 
Some dig to escape the yard and explore the world. 
Some dig out of boredom – lack of exercise and mental stimulation. 

 
 Unfortunately, most dogs dig because it is fun! It’s an instinctive, self-rewarding behavior which makes it difficult 
to stop.  The longer the dog has been digging, the harder it is to end the habit, so act fast!.  It’s usually fairly easy 
to discover the dog’s motivation for his digging.  If you find him resting his belly in a shallow pit he has made, he’s 
hot out there in the yard.  If you’ve got moles, chances are you know it because you’ve seen their handiwork in 
your lawn and you know they are there to eat grubs. 
 
Here are just some solutions: 

For dogs that are hot, provide access to shade where you should place his drinking water and you could even 
provide a kiddie pool. (The entertainment vaelue is priceless.  For him and for you). 
Moles eat grubs.  If your dog is digging for moles, get rid of the grubs.  When the grubs are gone, the moles will 
move on.  Contact your garden center for a method that is safe for your pooch. 
If the dog is digging to escape or because he’s bored, make the yard exciting. Put toys in the yard and rotate 
them so there is something different for him every couple of days.  A ball that is too big for his mouth will get 
him playing soccer or driving it around the (fenced) yard with his face.  Interactive toys like Buster Cubes or 
Kongs that contain his meal will make him work for a while. And, for goodness sake; don’t leave him out there 
alone all day. Dogs are social animals. Have you ever tried to interact with the Pink Flamingo in the back yard?  
He can’t throw a Frisbee. 

 
 Finally, for the dog that digs because he can, why not provide him with a sandbox?  Give him his own spot where 
digging is allowed, then keep an eye on him.  Make sure when he digs in his sandbox he gets lots of praise along 
with the surprise of finding the treasures you’ve previously buried. (Make digging in the sand box more rewarding 
than digging in the yard by adding toys and rawhides.)  If he starts to dig in the yard, tell him “Ah-Ahhh” and bring 
him to his sandbox, then praise when he digs there.  Oh, and keep a cover on the sandbox overnight or the 
neighborhood cats may leave your pooch treasures you hadn’t counted on! 
 
 Overall, the best way to remedy and prevent problem behaviors is to spend time with your dog.  Your time and 
attention are a valuable resource.  Share it, you’ll both be happier. 

By Cathy Sirois 
Good Dogs Obedience Training 

 

Is He Diggin’ It? 
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